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1) Summary/Conclusion 

The house was most likely constructed by the widow Wilhelmine Sophia “Mine” Lemker circa 1884, 
following the death of her husband Heinrich, and the ensuing estate sale of the farm where they were 
living. Following shows the list of residents and the years residing: 

 
circa 1884 – 1897 - Lemker 

1897 – 1907 - Rupert 

1909 – 1911 - Quentin 

1911 – 1918 - Cordes 

1918 – 1963 - Hershberger 

1963 – converted to the Red Oaks Business 

2) Supporting Details 

The above summary is what I consider to be the most likely history, after a thorough review of all the 
records and accounts I could find. Our own archives contain relatively little information on the home – 
most of the information I was able to find came from the county archives and local newspaper archives. 
The reader is invited to consider their own opinion regarding the certainty of this conclusion, based on 
the supporting details outlined below. 

The primary historical records for this home are real estate deeds and plat maps so we'll look at these 
first, as they tend to be the most factual information. The primary factual risk would be an error of 
omission - a change of hands on the property that was unrecorded or missed in the survey of records.   

  



2a) Plat Maps 

The house is located in the northwest quadrant of Section 30, Twp 43N Range 11E. The Long Grove 
“crossroads” is approximately in the middle of this quadrant (the quadrant would be upper left quarter 
of the 1861 graphic below). The government initially sold this quadrant, comprising 160 acres to George 
Ruth on March 10th, 1843 (see Figure 1). George Ruth passed away in 1850, and presumably passed the 
property to his family. 

 
 
 
 
The first applicable plat of this area is from 1861, 
where the ownership is still in the hands of the Ruth 
family. Houses are indicated on this plat as black 
rectangles. Note the area where the home would be 
located, approximately where the “23” is written, 
notes no structure, implying that the house is yet to 
be built, so would be no older than 1861.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The next known plat, the 1870 plat is somewhat 
inconclusive, as it shows a “block” around the 
crossroads, as if to indicate the area was too detailed 
to draw. So there may have been structures within 
that area, but without any detail as to how many or 
where, or who owned them. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 
 
The next known plat, the 1885 plat, shows 
considerably more development of the crossroads 
area, and a square rectangle appears where our 
subject house is today with ownership of the lot 
attributed to Mrs. Lemker.  

 

 

 

 

To summarize the plat maps, the information is a bit sparse, but would indicate the house to have been 
built between 1861 and 1885, with the oldest recorded owner of the lot where the house resides  being 
“Mrs. Lemker”.  

2b) Real Estate Deeds 

Figure 1 shows the original transference from the government to George Ruth. I did not attempt to trace 
the property within the Ruth family in the aftermath of George’s death, but rather picked it up from 
when if could find the Ruth family first selling it outside of the family in 1873. In that year, William Ruth 
sold 90 acres, which encompass the house and lot in question to John Stahl – see the deed in Figure 2. 
An interesting aspect of the property description of this deed is that it enumerates and excludes 
acreages previously parceled out to others. The implication is… if the said house existed at this point, it 
would be owned by one of those enumerated (and not by John Stahl). In reviewing the acreages and 
names enumerated, I don’t find any size that matches this lot, nor individuals previously associated with 
this lot. This would imply the property was still undeveloped in 1873, and owned by John Stahl, along 
with 90+ other acres around it. 

In 1883 we find the first deed where the lot in question has been parceled out. Figure 3 shows the 
transfer of the property from John Stahl to Mine Lemker. Mine and her husband, Heinrich, appear to 
have formerly lived on a farm near Rt. 83 and 22. Here husband passed away in 1880, and his estate 
subsequently sold most of his property, including the house where they were living. Presumably she is 
the “Mrs. Lemker” shown as owner of the lot and house on the 1885 plat. Assuming there was no house 
on the lot when parceled out/purchased in October of 1883, and based on there being a house there on 
the 1885 plat… asserting that the house was built circa 1884 seems reasonable. Mine had a son, William, 
born in 1859, that worked as a blacksmith for the Umbdenstocks, and it’s possible he lived with her in 
the house in pursuit of that job. 

  



Figure 4 shows the 1897 transfer of the property from Mine Lemker to Frank Rupert. While the Ruperts 
were living there, they also purchased the lot next door, and you see these two properties being 
handled together for some time post-Rupert. Both Frank Rupert and his wife died in March of 1907, 
about a week apart. I didn’t find a record of how the estate handled the house, but somehow there was 
apparently a dispute and the court ordered it sold at auction in February of 1909. George Quentin was 
the high bidder. Figure 5 shows the court awarding the property to him. It’s possible the home may have 
been occupied by one of the parties involved in dispute in 1907/8 before Quentin took possession. 

Figure 6 is the 1911 transfer of the property from George Quentin to Frank Cordes 

Figure 7 is the 1918 transfer of the property from Cordes to Charles Hershberger. 

Figure 8 shows the 1963 transfer of the property from Hershberger to Bob McNitt of Red Oaks. It is 
interesting to note the price of $10 – there’s probably a story there. Bob was well liked in the 
community and was seeking a new home for his furniture business after the prior location had burned. 

2c) Oral History 

Please note that oral history is often not particularly accurate. It also is not entirely fabricated either. It 
is often provided by an older person doing their best to remember details about distant events, with 
those details often having been provided to them second hand many years ago. 

The primary “most authoritative” bit of oral history comes from a 1963 interview with house owner 
Hershberger, which is included in Figure 9. Regarding credibility, positives include the first hand 
knowledge of Mr. Hershberger having grown up in the area and having owned the house himself… 
negatives include it being reported second hand by another resident (the articles author), and Mr. 
Hershberger’s advanced age of 90, coupled with the time that had elapsed since they had purchased the 
home. The key extracted assertions are: 
 
a) it’s a 110 year old farmhouse, implying it was built in 1853 

b) Hershbergers bought the house in 1918 

c) the house was built by Mrs. Lemker, then owned by George Rupert, George Quentin, Frank Cordes, 
and then purchased by the Hershbergers 

d) Mr. Hershberger was born in a log house located on a farm on McHenry road, and lived there 
previous to purchasing the house in question in 1918. 

The assertions track very well with the deeds and plats, except the age stated is considerably older. If 
the 1853 age was a mis-communication, perhaps it was related to the “log house” where he was born in 
1873. I suppose also the characterization of it as a “farmhouse” is somewhat at odds with the previous 
records that imply the house didn’t exist until it was a “town lot”.  

 In 1973, the downtown businesses published a marketing focused faux old time paper that included 
some historical tidbits. The author or source of these tidbits is unknown, though one could speculate 
they were stories passed around between merchants. One of those related to the house in question: 

The tall pine trees standing in front of Red Oaks were brought from Alsace, Germany by Coral and 
Charles Hershberger in the mid-1800’s. They were planted the day their house went up. Everyone came 
from miles around, bringing their own yellow pine lumber (which was floated to Chicago from Michigan) 
and their own square nails, so nothing matches. And that’s the way a house went up in those days… The 
front of the wandering shop is the original farmhouse, built in a day in a house-raising in 1847. 



This description correlates with almost nothing from the previous records and accounts. It’s fun to 
speculate that, if the widow Lemker did build the house, she may well not have had the means to build 
it herself, so maybe everyone pitched in? Pure speculation – I find no other account or reference to this 
“house raising”. 

Nancy Shumm-Burgess book, Images of America-Long Grove, includes a paragraph on the house, along 
with a picture attributed to the LaMarche family, whose ancestors lived in the downtown. My 
understanding is the LaMarche’s were the source of the information in the book about the pictures they 
provided. That paragraph reads as follows: 

This home had several owners through the years before becoming a business in 1863. It is thought to 
have been built by Charles Quentin around 1860. Quentin had six children, five boys and a girl. Later it 
was owned by William Lemker, who in 1880 was a blacksmith’s apprentice to George Umbendstock, Sr. 
One of his sons, Frederick, later married Emma Umbdenstock, George Umbendstock, Sr.’s daughter. In 
1897, Lemker’s widow, sold the home for $1,300 to Frank Ruppert and his wife. When they died around 
1907, Charles Hershberger’s family purchased the home.  

While this account references many of the same players associated with the home in documents 
previously discussed, the specific facts don’t foot very well. A couple of facts related to the above story 
for reference - Charles Quentin (born 1813) was the father of George Quentin (born 1862). Fred Lemker, 
son of Heinrich and Mine Lemker (the widow referred to earlier) and brother to William, married Emma 
Umbdenstock on 19 January 1892. 

 

The LaMarche photograph of the house from Nancy’s book, shown above next to a modern picture, is 
undated, though makes an interesting reference for how the house has evolved. Photography by the 
middle class in America began around 1900, with the advent of the Kodak Brownie, so odds are the 
picture is post-1900. Also, it’s interesting to note the front pine trees should be visible, if they existed 
when the photo was taken, though they do not appear. It should be possible to date the pine trees, via a 
current circumference and standard growth rates, if anyone is so inclined.  

The Long Grove Historical Society’s 1988 walking tour had this description for the home: 
 
The home was built over 100 years ago and lived in by the Hershberger family. The original part is the 
two-story section with a porch facing Old McHenry Road. As a store, it has had many additions, but the 
front is still graced with it’s Victorian decorative trim. 

This description implies the age of the home to be before 1888. The comment about the Victorian trim 
seems at odds with the older photo (with no trim) shown in Nancys book.  

  



Figure 10 includes a 1998 article from the Villages Newsletter. It is included for completeness. 

Also included for completeness is another 1963 article, Figure 11, that appears to be a synopsis of the 
original “authoritative” 1963 article discussed previously. It is interesting to note that the house is 
referred to in this article as “Long Grove’s oldest home” at more than 100 years old (e.g. pre-1863).  

Long Grove’s official history, Long Grove Lore and Legend, contains no references to the house, aside 
from noting the transition of it from Hershberger to Red Oaks. 

  



Figure 1  - George Ruth Original Purchase of NW Quarter of Section 30 

 



Figure 2 – William Ruth to John Stahl – July 22, 1873 

As these deeds are very long, I’ll only include the key elements. 

 

 

 

  



Figure 3 – John Stahl to Mine Lemker, October 18, 1883 – first known “parceling” of the lot 

 

For reference, In the old survey system, a chain 
was 66 feet, a rod was 16.5 feet, and a link was 
0.165 feet. To verify this is the lot in question, I’ll 
break this description down and plot it using the 
county’s tax parcel viewing tool, which includes a 
somewhat accurate drawing tool allowing you to 
measure feet: 

A) Commencing in the center of the Wheeling and 
McHenry Road at a point five (5) chains and nine and 
one half links (9 1/2) south sixty degrees (60) East from 
a stone corner of the crossing of centers of roads – 
that’s (5 * 66 + 9.5 * 0.165 = 331.57) 331.57 feet  
B) and returning thence south forty and a fourth 
degrees west eleven (11) chains and ninety five (95) 
links – that’s a segment of (11 * 66 + 95 * 0.165 = 
741.68) 741.68 feet  
C) thence south thirty four degrees East, one chain and 
four links (4) – that’s (66 + 4 * 0.165=66.66) 66.66 feet  
D) thence north forty one and one fourth (44 1/4) 
degrees east twelve (12) chains and forty three (43) 

links to the center of the road – that’s (12 * 66 + 43*0.165=799.10) 799.10 feet back to the center of the 
road 

D) thence North sixty degrees West along center of road one chain and two links(2) to the place of beginning  

 



Figure 4 – Lemker to Rupert – December 11, 1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Figure 5 – Lake County to George Quentin, February 18, 1909 

 

  



 

  



Figure 6 – Quentin to Cordes – April 29, 1911 

 

  



Figure 7 – Frank Cordes to Charles Hershberger – April 30, 1918 

 

  



Figure 8 – Hershbergers to Bob McNitt, Red Oaks – February 1, 1863 
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Figure 9 – February 21, 1863 

 

 



Figure 10 – 1998 Article in Villages Newsletter – The Bridge 

 

 

  



 

  



Figure 11 – Frontier Enterprises – Feb. 1963 

 


